Screening for domestic violence in a rural family practice.
This study evaluates the effectiveness of a screening form used to assess the incidence of current and past domestic abuse among patients seen in a rural family practice. Two of nine family physicians screened most adult women they saw at a rural primary care clinic for three months in early 1996. Of the 280 women who completed surveys, 94(34%) reported experiencing physical or emotional abuse at some time in the past. Twenty-three (8%) reported physical abuse within the past year. Fourteen women (5%) reported being currently afraid of their partner or someone else. Although current or past abuse was seen across all groups, women reporting abuse were more likely to be unmarried, younger, and on medical assistance. They were also more likely to have children at home. We concluded that the prevalence of women reporting current abuse in a rural family practice is sufficient to warrant mass screening.